Jiddu Krishnamurti
(May 12, 1895--Feb. 17, 1986)
 

“You must see the truth of this as you see the truth of the cobra.”  The truths of life do not come in tidy little logical units, well defined, objective, and eternal.  Nor is Truth the gift of a god, saint, teacher or guru.  It is not packed in the pages of a golden book.  It is a living, vital experience.  It is a clear and penetrating insight which awakens in the mind of the person who can finally silence the fears, prejudices, and automatic responses hammered into him by society.  This is what Krishnamurti believed to be nature of truth.   
 

It was not logic, not science, and not religion which Krishnamurti spoke of.  It was a pure, untainted awareness that he urged on his listeners.  It was a state of mind and understanding that could only come to the individual who was wide awake and deeply concerned.  
 

No one can be given this deeper awareness of life on a silver platter.  There are no short-cuts.  Only the "quiet mind"...the mind of the observer free from fear and prejudice...might perceive the flow and dimensions of life with penetrating clarity.  
 

That is when the lasting qualitative changes in life occur.  That is when the person expands into new depths of freedom, understanding, and love.  And that is where the hope for mankind and the world is to be found. 
 

Krishnamurti saw the problem of the world's deterioration as absolutely urgent.  The awakening of mankind is the only chance we have for survival.  As no guru, no yogi, saint or savior can give our world a re-birth, neither can the political dogmas and organizations of the world.  Survival can only come from an enormous awakening...from deep within the people themselves.  
 

Krishnamurti was born into a poor Brahmin family in India in 1895.  In 1909 he was observed playing with his brother on the beach at Adyar by C. W. Leadbeater, one of the leaders of the Theosophical Society.  Leadbeater was overwhelmed by the boy's personality, his unselfishness, and his 'aura'.  He was convinced that this boy would one day be the World Teacher that the Theosophical Society was expecting to find in the twentieth century.  He was to be the incarnation of Maitreya, and the fulfillment of Leadbeater's prophecies.   
 

Krishnamurti and his brother were taken into the care and protection of the Theosophical Society.  They were nourished, cleaned up, and educated to be citizens of the world, no longer backward, bare-foot Indian boys.  And they were indoctrinated with the mysteries and beliefs of the Theosophical Society.  
 

In 1911, the Order of the Star of the East was established by the Theosophical Society, and Krishnamurti was named as its head.  It was an international organization, attempting to be a new world religion.  It had power, money, and influence.  For a sixteen year old boy, this must have been quite spectacular.  
 

However, the young Krishnamurti managed to free himself from the occult beliefs and expectations of the society.   He did not believe that Maitreya was to manifest himself in a human body.  "It would be like the sky manifesting,"  he said.  "It is the teaching that manifests."
 

He did not believe in the occult and esoteric ways of the Theosophical Society.  After several years of thoughtful  consideration, in August of 1929, speaking to three thousand members of the Order of the Star, Krishnamurti announced his desire to abolish the Order.  
 

He spoke to them:  "I maintain that Truth is a pathless land, and you cannot approach it by any path whatsoever, by any religion, by any sect....
 

Truth, being limitless, unconditioned, unapproachable by any path whatsoever, cannot be organized;  nor should any organization be formed to lead or to coerce people along any particular path.  If you first understand that, then you will see how impossible it is to organize a belief.  A belief is purely an individual matter, and you cannot and must not organize it.  If you do, it becomes dead, crystalized;  it becomes a creed, a sect, a religion, to be imposed on others...
 

Truth cannot be brought down, rather the individual must make the effort to ascend to it....
 

I do not want to belong to any organization of a spiritual kind, please understand this.  Again, I maintain that no organization can lead man to spirituality." 
 

Krishnamurti resigned from the Society in 1930 and returned to Ojai, California, which was his home for the rest of his life.  He gave talks, but now as a human being, not as a spiritual manifestation.  A small group of friends remained with him to organize his publications, travels, and talks.  Between 1933 and 1939 he went to India several times to speak to large audiences.  His official connections with the Theosophical Society were severed, and the news media of the world soon lost interest in him.  
 

These were relatively quiet and formative years for him.   A new mind was generating deep within.  He was in Ojai when 
World War II broke out.  He remained there, isolated and unable to speak or travel for eight years.  Being alone was the fertile condition he needed for the development of mind and spirit.   

He said of this period in his life:  "I think it was a period of no challenge, no demand, no outgoing.  I think it was a kind of everything kept in, everything held in;  and when I left Ojai it all burst." 
 

He returned to India after the war and her Independence from England.  "Full awakening came in India in 1947 to 1948", he said in later years.  
 

Back in Ojai in 1950, after three years of exhausting talks, discussions, interviews, and contacts with Indian religious and political leaders, artists, writers, and educators, he spent a year in silence and meditation.  
 

The life of Krishnamurti was then to unfold in a pattern of writing, travels, and talks with people from every walk of life, from California, to India, and throughout the world.  He had become a "teacher for the world", if not the Maitreya hoped for by some.  
 

His teaching was not of doctrines, methods, or dogmas.  His teaching was, like that of Socrates, a never-ending search and dialogue.  His aim was to help anyone who cared about life and truth to perceive it in its fullness...with  freedom and vitality...in its movement and intensity.  Freeing us from our lethargy, our sleepwalking, and our social conditioning was the first step.  
 

All but two of his books are taken from recordings of his talks.  His language is always clear, non-technical, and free of academic euphemisms.  His philosophy is in the great tradition of those who would grasp a vision of the wholeness of life and reality.  Perhaps this is more common in oriental thought than in western rationalism.  And that is why the talks of Krishnamurti resound so in this world of computers and technology...this insanely rational prison we have inherited and blindly sustain. 
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