Study Questions for Intro to Philosophy, Exam #1
A.
Be able to define and explain each of the following terms:
1.
metaphysics
2.
epistemology
3.
correspondence theory of truth
4.
coherence theory of truth
5.
pragmatic theory of truth
6. 
empiricism
7.
rationalism
8.
intuitionism
B.
Explain:  Philosophy deals with the foundations of knowledge in all of its various forms.  
C.
What is the difference between problem solving and philosophical reasoning?
D.
What is the difference between subjective and objective assertions?
E.
What is the difference between beliefs and knowledge?  between knowledge and understanding?
F.
What are the steps involved in “reasoning”?
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1.  
What are various ways we may think of the function of education?
2.
How does K. view as the true functions of education?
3.
What is the relationship between fear and intelligence?  between ambition and intelligence?
4.
Why is it important to create the 'atmosphere of freedom' now?
5.
What is K's assessment of the present condition of society?
6.
What is the 'acquisitive, competitive' society that he speaks of?
7.
If everyone practiced what K. preaches, wouldn't the world be in a state of chaos?  What does K. say about this?
8.
Without competition how could we ever progress in science and technology?
9.
What is the goal of science and technology?
10.
What is K's goal for us, and for society as a whole?
11.
What does K. mean by revolt?
12.
What two kinds of discontent does K. speak about?
13.
What is K's idea of a 'quiet mind', and how does that differ from the state of mind we are usually in?
14.
How can we achieve that quiet mind and yet be in a state of constant revolt?  Aren't these contradictory goals?
15.
How can we change our deep-seated habits/character traits/personality?
16.
Why should we care to change?
18.
What does K. mean by his example of the cobra?  ("You must see it as you see the truth of the cobra.")
19.
Why does K. accuse us of 'playing a safe game', and what is the meaning of his sarcasm:  'and so we die very safely!'?
20.
How do words distort reality?
21.
In what ways should K. be thought of as a moralist?
22.
What is the foundation of moral values for K.?
23.
How does K. know or discover the 'truth' of his values?
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