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ANTHROPOLOGY
(ANTHR)

The Anthropology Program at College of Alameda 
offers students the opportunity to study humankind 
from biological, historic, prehistoric and cultural 
perspectives. Anthropology introduces students to 
the investigation of what it means to be “human” in 
ways that are personally enriching and have practical 
applications in their lives. Courses include the evolution 
of human biological structures, human genetic and 
physical variation, cultural aspects of past and present 
societies around the world and the impact of cultural 
ideas on human behavior and biology.

Anthropology is a vibrant component of a well-rounded 
education plan for any major because of the unique 
characteristics of the discipline.  Diversity, flexibility, 
understanding and empowerment are at the heart of the 
holistic perspective of Anthropology courses.

What can you do with a degree in Anthropology? 
A Bachelor of Arts degree or Master’s degree in 
Anthropology can open the door to employment in a 
number of fields, including education, human resources, 
corporate personnel integration, marketing, museum/
gallery curation, public relations work, international 
development, non-profit management, travel and leisure 
fields, forensic science, cultural resource management, 
park services and public health, to name just a few.

Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs):

•	 Explain core concepts of Anthropology, including 
biological, socio-cultural and archaeological aspects 
of the discipline.

•	 Demonstrate an understanding of the scientific 
methods (skills) used by contemporary 
anthropologists.

•	 Apply holistic perspective to discuss appreciation for 
the genetic and cultural diversity of humans in the 
past and present, around the world.

ANTHR 1
Introduction to Physical Anthropology
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR)
Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC
Study of human beings and their ancestors: Emphasis 
on relationships to other mammals, physical record 
of evolution, and processes responsible for evolution. 
2202.00
AA/AS area 1; CSU area B2; IGETC area 5B
C-ID ANTH 100

ANTHR 1L
Physical Anthropology Laboratory
1 unit, 4 hours laboratory (GR or P/NP)
Prerequisite or corequisite: Anthr 1
Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC
Adjunct laboratory to ANTHR 1: Emphasis on working 
with replicas of bones and visits to museums and zoos to 
study primate behavior and hominid evolution. 2202.00
CSU area B3; IGETC area 5C
C-ID ANTH 115L

ANTHR 2
Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR)
Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC
World prehistory as reconstructed from the archaeological 
and physical evidence of cultural beginnings through 
the early agricultural civilizations of Africa, America 
and Euro-Asia: Archaeological methods, techniques and 
problems. 2202.20
AA/AS area 2; CSU area D; IGETC area 4
C-ID ANTH 150

ANTHR 3
Introduction to Social and Cultural 
Anthropology
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR)
Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC
Cross-cultural analysis of social and cultural factors of 
human behavior in the recent past and present. 2202.00
AA/AS area 2; CSU area D; IGETC area 4
C-ID ANTH 120
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ANTHR 7
Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for Credit:  CSU, UC
Comparative study of religion, magic, and supernatural 
beliefs and practices: Dynamics and function of religion 
and magic in human societies.  2202.00
AA/AS area 2, 3; IGETC area 4; CSU area D

ANTHR 19
Anthropology of Sex and Gender
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for credit:  CSU, UC
Formation of sexual and gender identities from a cross-
cultural, cross-societal perspective: Biological and 
historical understandings of male/female difference. 
Female body, alternative sexualities, female power in 
the public sphere, mother-child relations and gender-
related violence. Consideration of contemporary, 
globalized societies and gendered behavior in smaller-
scale societies.  2202.00
AA/AS Area 2; IGETC area 4; CSU area D

ANTHR 21
Introduction to Forensic Anthropology
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for Credit:  CSU, UC
Introduction to recovery, analysis and identification 
of human physical remains in medico-legal context.  
2202.00
AA/AS area 1; IGETC area 5B

ANTHR 48AA-FZ
Selected Topics in Anthropology
.5-5 units, 0-5 hours lecture, 0-15 hours lab (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for credit: CSU
See section on Selected Topics. 2202.00

ANTHR 48AF
Anthropology Field Studies Abroad
.5-3 units, .5-3 hours lecture (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for Credit:  CSU, UC
Field Studies Abroad: Analysis of how behavior in 
different cultural groups is adaptive to local environment 
and social conditions; first-hand observation and 
interaction in short-term study abroad experiences; 
description of the advantages and disadvantages 
of cultural relativism; assessment of the impact of 
modernization and globalization on human cultures; 
application of the scientific method to understand 
observable and historic human behaviors in cultural 
context. 2202.00

ANTHR 49
Independent Study in Anthropology
.5-5 units, .5-5 hours lecture (GR)
Acceptable for credit: CSU
See section on Independent Study. 2202.00

ANTHR 55
Native American Cultures
3 units, 3 hours lecture (GR or P/NP)
Acceptable for Credit:  CSU, UC
Survey of ways of life of North American Indian cultures 
in different geographical areas of North America prior to 
European contact.  2202.00
AA/AS area 2; IGETC area 3B, 4; CSU area C, D

ANTHR 248AA-FZ
Selected Topics in Anthropology
.5-5 units, 0-5 hours lecture, 0-15 hours lab (GR or P/NP)
See section on Selected Topics. 2202.00
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The Anthropology Associate of Arts for Transfer Degree (AA-T) is designed to meet the lower division 
requirements for Anthropology majors at CSU, UC and other four-year baccalaureate degree programs. Students in 
the Anthropology AAT program at College of Alameda are expected to complete a minimum of 18 semester units 
in the major with a grade of “C” or higher, while maintaining an overall GPA average of at least 2.0 in all CSU/
UC transferable coursework. Students are required to complete a total of 60 semester CSU/UC transferable units 
(including Anthropology major units) using the California State University General Education Breadth pattern 
(CSU-GE Breadth) or the Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC) in order to transfer to 
university with junior status. Students are strongly advised to consult with a College of Alameda counselor and the 
Anthropology Department chair early and often for additional information and to verify transfer requirements.

Career Opportunities
A Bachelor’s degree (BA) in Anthropology is a gateway for people who want to work in international business, non-
profit corporations, social and community service, criminal justice, museum studies, urban planning, travel industries 
and health care professions. With additional degrees (graduate work), rewarding careers in higher education, research, 
cultural resource management and government are available.

ANTHROPOLOGY ASSOCIATE IN ARTS FOR TRANSFER

Program Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of this program a student will be able to:

• Explain core concepts of Anthropology, including biological, sociocultural and archaeological aspects of the 
discipline.

• Demonstrate an understanding of the scientific methods (skills) used by contemporary anthropologists.
• Apply holistic perspective to discuss appreciation for the genetic and
cultural diversity of humans in the past and present, around the world.

Degree Major Requirements:

Dept/No.	 Title	 Units

Required Courses:

ANTHR 1	 Introduction to Physical Anthropology 	 3
ANTHR 2	 Introduction to Archaeology and Prehistory	 3
ANTHR 3	 Introduction to Social and Cultural Anthropology	 3

List A: Select 3-4 units (1-2 courses) from the following:
ANTHR 1L	Introduction to Physical Anthropology Laboratory (1)
MATH 13	 Introduction to Statistics (4)
SOC 125	 Statistics for the Social Sciences (3)	 3-4

List B: Select 1-2 courses (3-5 units) from the following:
   (including any courses not selected previously from List A)
SOC 120	 Introduction to Research Methods (3)
GEOG 14	 Introduction to Geographic Information Systems (4)	 3-5

List C: Select at least 1 course (3-4 units) from the following elective 
   courses: (including any courses not selected previously from List A or B)
ANTHR 7	 Magic, Religion, and Witchcraft (3)
ANTHR 19	 Anthropology of Sex and Gender (3)
ANTHR 21	 Introduction to Forensic Anthropology (3)
ANTHR 55	 Native American Cultures (3)
COMM 6	 Intercultural Communication (3)
GEOG 2	 Cultural Geography (3)
KIN 33	 Aerobics (1)	     3-5

	 Total Required Units:	 19-20


