



Christianity

First considerations:


Christianity arose from Judaism (was in fact a Jewish apocalyptic sect until 70 CE) and accepts much of what is central in Judaism:  the Old Testament, the prophetic interpretation of history, the nature of god as a personal and moral deity, Biblical morality, the nature of sin, the idea of god’s chosen people, and the coming of the kingdom of god.  

Major differences:  

1)
The role of Jesus:  for Judaism he is a man, and a prophet, a teacher.   In Christianity:  Jesus is god incarnate and is essential in the work of grace and salvation;  he is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the messiah and the suffering servant ushering in a new age.  He simplifies Jewish legalism into the primary commandment of love, (however,  his sermon on the mount is not radically different from the Ten Commandments.)  Through Jesus, Satan has been destroyed, and the new age begun. 

2)
Christians are the “new Israel”...the new chosen people.  The New Testament is a new covenant with a new people.  

3)
Christianity accepts the doctrine of original sin, a result of the Fall of man (and nature), while Judaism replaced that notion with its preferred belief in a tendency in man to choose evil.  


Judaism thinks that Christianity does not put enough emphasis on the ethical life— shirks its moral responsibilities.  Christianity thinks that Judaism’s concept of sin is not a profound enough measure of the human condition -- separation from god, from the ground of being; alienation; estrangement; anxiety; self-fragmentation.  

4)
resurrection of the dead:  not taken seriously, in general, by Judaism.  Important to Christian doctrine (orthodox view). 

5)
salvation:  Judaism:  by moral behavior (works/ monkey hold view);  Christianity:  by grace (cat-hold view).  

[Within Christianity:  Roman and Eastern Orthodox Catholics, versus Protestant denominations...you get divergences of emphases on works and grace.  But, the Protestant Reformation was an attack on the Roman priestly monopoly and its use of ‘works’...ritual and financial and legal/moral demands on people.  Luther taught the total depravity of man, total alienation, and hence the complete inability of man to overcome the gap by his own efforts.  Grace is the only salvation.   In comparison with Judaism, however, Christianity in general is ‘grace’ dependent, which Judaism is ethical in its orientation.]

Catholic versus Protestant
Roman church:  the pope is at the top of the priestly hierarchy:  

priests.... bishops.... cardinals… the pope.

Apostolic succession:  from Jesus to Peter, to the apostles, to the first bishops, in succession by ritual ordinations to the pope, bishops, and priests today.  

Teaching authority of the pope:  speaking ex-cathedra...papal infallibility doctrine.  The final word on important matters of doctrine and morals is given by the pope.  

Papal authority in ordaining priests & bishops. 

The seven holy sacraments:  administered by priest; concrete manifestations of the Holy Spirit being infused into man.  Supernatural power of the sacraments to alter human nature… to overcome original sin and depraved human nature. 

The celibacy of priests. 

The importance and role of saints.

The importance of Mary, Immaculate Conception... etc.....   these are “intermediaries” between god and man.  

The trans-substantiation:  wine and bread into body & blood of Christ. 

All of this points to the priestly nature of the Catholic Church, and its acceptance of and dependence on certain significant supernatural events.  

Protestants by and large reject these things:  the ministers are not ordained priests, ordained by god through apostolic succession.   They are under the control of laymen.  They do not practice supernatural rituals.  They are human;  they can marry, etc. 

There are no saints, and no transubstantiation.  

The two sacraments which they accept of confession and baptism are not taken as supernaturally holy events.  

Important difference:  Protestants believe in the individual’s ability and responsibility for reading, interpreting, and understanding the Bible.  Catholics rest on the teaching authority of the church and pope... and this includes tradition of interpretation and doctrine as well as the Bible as the basic revelation.  Protestants accept only the Bible as revelation, and deny the authority of tradition and doctrine over the individual’s private understanding of his religion.  

The result of this:  risk, danger of great divergences of interpretation; but the Protestant view is that we have no choice:  we are all fallible humans, including the pope and the church...no one can claim to be free of errors.  Mistakes are unavoidable.  But we must be free to read and interpret according to our own lights. 

Original sin:  overcome in Catholicism by the sacraments; a new man is being created within us as we participate, etc.

Protestant view:  nothing can overcome it:  in confession we are forgiven, but we are still human;  we still depend wholly on god’s grace.  

Summary:  Biblical religion (Judaism and Christianity) is based thoroughly on history and the prophetic interpretation of it.  Man sins in history, and god acts in history, and salvation comes in history.  There is a beginning and an end to this world.  God is personal and moral.  Nature is created;  it is objective and material...it is not a manifestation of some cosmic god force.  It was created by god as part of his plan, as was humanity.  We are free in history to fulfill and obey god’s will.  Or we can choose evil and rebellion.  What we do counts.  We work with god in history.  There is ultimate meaning in this history and in this struggle to obey and to reach the end time... the eschatological fulfillment of god’s will.  

Important dates in the history of Christianity:

325 CE
Council of Nicea:  Jesus = one substance with god

380 CE
became the official religion of Roman Empire

1054 CE
schism in church...Eastern Orthodox forms

16th century:  Luther, Calvin, and Protestantism arise.

Chapter VII    The Nature of Christianity
Many common points of Judaism & Christianity... however, 

Two basic differences:  one historical--the other philosophical & spiritual:

1.
Question of the role played by Jesus


The ‘new age’ ushered in by Jesus has 2 aspects to it:


a)
establishes a new law...ethical system


b)
Jesus mediates divine mercy & salvation



Messianic laws & ritual of Judaism don’t apply to 

Christianity.

2.
Philosophical:  relative importance of human effort 
and Divine Grace in the matter of salvation
Judaism emphasizes human effort … while Christianity diminishes the role of moral obligations (as the defining focus of religion and salvation).  Christianity, instead, points to the absolute necessity of Divine Grace for salvation.  Sin is a state rather than an act.  No man is righteous before God.  Man cannot obey God’s law.   


Christianity does, however, presuppose Judaism.   Grace is meaningless apart from the Jewish experience of the Law. 

Then, Tiebout gives an account of the forms of Christianity:  Roman, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant;  and a discussion of Fundamentalism, Liberalism, and Neo-Orthodox movements within Christianity in the 20th century.

� summary of Harry Tiebout’s discussion in COMPARATIVE RELIGIONS, University of Illinois Press.








9/24/13
[ 1 ]


