College of Alameda, Spring 2014



Phil 001, INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY


M W  from 10:00 to 11:15 



Room C 210
Instructor:  Bob Johnson 



Office hour:   in the cafeteria, next to the computers, from 11:20 – 11:50 on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

You can leave messages for me in the pigeon hole mailboxes in the Arts & Letters office, C 201-207; or with the Division office,  748-2396;  or at my school email:  rjohnson@peralta.edu
Web site:  go to web site for the College of Alameda;  click on “A-Z directory” link;  find Robert Johnson and click on the link, “Web site”;  click on Intro to Philosophy.   There are some helpful study guides there. 

Or you can simply try this link:    http://alameda.peralta.edu/robert-johnson/

Books for this class:  

Think on These Things, by J. Krishnamurti

Plato:  Five Dialogues, translated by Grube

The Handbook (the Encheiridion), by Epictetus

The Way of Chuang Tzu, translated by Thomas Merton

You can find copies of these books in the library, or on-line, by different translators, which you can down-load for free.   

Try this site: www.gutenberg.org/      (Project Gutenberg)

The paperback copies are inexpensive and should be available in the book store. 

 Requirements:

1.
There will be three (possibly four) exams.   No make-up exams … except in case of illness or emergency.   Only one makeup exam will be allowed if it meets the above conditions.  If you are sick on the day of an exam, call the office or email me to let me know.  Whether you can make up an exam that you have missed will depend on your communicating with me the reason why you had to miss.  

No cheating...of course.  Please review the rules for student conduct printed in the college catalogue. 

The exams will be taken with Scantron Form 882-E… and these you can buy in the book store, 

2.
There might be a few quizzes and/or take home assignments.   

3.
Attendance:   Required.  Taking good class notes, and participating in dicussions will greatly help you in this class.  Frequent absences will lower your grade.  If you miss more than 3 classes or miss taking two exams, you may be dropped from the roster.  When you are present and contribute to discussions, the class will be better for everyone.   Your comments and questions will help form the content of the class.  If you miss class, you should ask your fellow students what we did, borrow someone’s class notes,  etc.

4.
Demonstrated effort can elevate your grade.  Class discussions are opportunities for you to demonstrate real effort. Talk!

5.
If you have work, family, athletic, or some other obligations, and cannot attend class regularly, then you should take this class at a later date.

6.
Final exam Monday May 19, at 10:00 A.M.  You must take the final exam at this time. 

7.  
Last day to drop and get a refund:  Feb 2.   Also, this is the last day to add.

 
If you decide to drop the class, please take care of it officially at the admissions office.  Please be certain your phones are turned off before entering class. 
Student Learning Outcomes 
	SLO…  What you should be able to do 

by the end of this semester: 

	Identify some of the central figures and main issues in the history of philosophy. 

	To be able to identify, explicate, and evaluate complex arguments. 

	Compare and contrast divergent philosophical theories on some issue. 

	Formulate a reasoned response to a philosophical position. 

	Analyze a philosophical position in terms of different cultural/social perspectives.

	More than anything else, it is hoped that the study of philosophy will help you create and expand your understanding of life in all of its aspects.  


 
Content:  
I.            We will begin with a discussion of philosophy in general.  What is the definition of philosophy?  What is the difference between philosophical reasoning and problem-solving reasoning?  What is logic and critical thinking?  We will briefly view the basic fields of philosophy and the problems which are basic to these different fields.  We will examine three theories (or definitions) of “truth”. 
II.           Epistemology (theory of knowledge): 
What is knowledge as opposed to mere belief or opinion?
What is the basis of knowledge?  What are the limits of knowledge?  
We will examine three basic theories of knowldge:  empiricism, rationalism, intuitionism.
Knowledge and science, religion, art, morality, and ordinary life will be examined.
III.          Metaphysics
Theories of reality in general:  Materialism, Idealism, Monism, Dualism, Pluralism

Specific problems in metaphysics:  personality identity, human nature, determinism and free will, the mind-body relationship, history, nature, God, values (moral and aesthetic). 
IV.         Ethics
Moral judgments based on authority or assumed rules or values;  normative ethics;  meta-ethics.
Specific problems:  moral knowledge;  relativism and objectivism;  egoism; determinism and free will;  human nature;  political obligation, law, the social contract, the organic theory of state.
V.          Philosophy of Religion
Arguments for the existence of God will be examined;  the problem of revelation as the basis of knowledge and faith;  religious language, meaning and verification;  existential significance and ultimate concern;  mysticism.
Schedule:      Discussion topic          Reading
 
Week 1             Defining philosophy;                                                            
               philosophical reasoning;                                                    
               fields of philosophy;
               theories of knowledge &
               theories of truth introduced.
Week 2             Krishnamurti:  education/conditioning                



read entire book
 
Week 3             Krishnamurti:  intuition/ revolt
 
Week 4             Krishnamurti:  review all material                    



Exam 1
 
Week 5 & 6     Pre-Socratics: 

              

Reality/ empiricism/ rationalism          
                                                                          
Week 7      Sophists & Socrates   
Protagoras, Gorgias, and Thrasymachus…  relativism & objectivism 

Week 8 & 9     Socrates:  his mission, method, and ideas          

Grube, the Apology, 3-4, and 23-44; the Euthyphro, 5-16;  and the Crito, 45-56.
 
Week 10           review pre-socratics & Socrates



  Exam 2
Week 11           Plato:  Forms/ cave/ the  soul and society

Week 12           Aristotle:  ethics & metaphysics                   




Hedonism:   Epicurus,                                                                              
Week 13           Hedonism continued
Week 14           Stoicis

 

Epictetus… The Handbook                                                        
              
               
Week 15           Utilitarianism, Bentham and Mill

              

Compare with Kant
 
Week 16           Taoism: cf. western views               

The Way of Chuang Tzu      
                                                                                         
Week 17           Plato to  Taoism
                              Final Exam week                    Exam 3
Questions:

What is philosophy?  What is a philosopher?  What is a philosophical problem?  What is a “school of philosophy”?  How does philosophy differ from other subjects?  

Philosophy is a subject that is interesting to some, and entertaining in a strange way.  But you often hear this comment:  philosophy is not for me... or, philosophy is not for everybody. 

Think about chemistry or algebra.  If these subjects were not required and encouraged by our culture, there would be no great riots in the streets demanding that they be taught.  Some curious individuals would still be interested in, entertained by, and even pationate about these studies, but they would not constitute a mob. 

But these scientific and mathematical subjects are taught because they are practical.  This means, they are useful for getting you a degree of some kind, so that you may pick up a job in a scientific, technical or semi-technical field of employment.   

Is “getting a job” the most important concern of your life?  

To answer this question, you must think philosophically.  It is a philosophical question.  It opens up countless other philosophical issues.  

Philosophy is unavoidable for us.  It is not quite like math and science.  We could get along alright in our lives without paying much attention to these.  Most people do.  But look at this:  shall you marry or stay single?  Have a family?  Where will you live?  Who shall be your friends?  What vocation will you follow?  What can you dedicate your life to?  We shouldn’t make these important choices without doing some serious thinking.

Philosophy is for everybody.  It should be.  This class can help us be more skilled at it, and it can give us a taste of what some of the great thinkers have had to say.  Studying a wee bit of philosophy is not just a matter of satisfying our superficial curiosity.  What kind of a life we live depends to a great extent on what and how we think.


A. E. Housman said this: 


 "Knowledge is good, method is good, but one thing beyond all others is necessary; and that is to have a head, not a pumpkin, on your shoulders, and brains, not pudding, in your head."
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