Confucius

This is what Smith calls, Deliberate tradition.  It was a return to tradition but it was 'deliberate' as opposed to spontaneous.  It was thought-out, planned, and taught...for it was no longer habitual or 'natural' in people to order and regulate themselves as in tribal times.

The goal was to get people to internalize certain morals and rules of order and values...to create a second nature for them.  For these things are not given by 'nature' but must be cultivated and formed into habits which then operate automatically.

"Man is by nature good."   ....the first sentence a Chinese child would learn to read!  (for nearly 2000 years!)  (Smith, 177)

What are the values that Confucius wished to inculcate?

1.
  Jen ....'man' and 'two'....This is the name for the ideal relationship between two people:  benevolence, love, man-to-man-ness.  (p.179)   "a feeling of humanity toward others and respect for oneself...a sense of the dignity of human life wherever it appears, etc....

2.
  Chun-tzu  (Jun tzi)

 ...the 'gentleman';  true manhood, superior man, man at his best;  the ideal host at home in the universe at large and makes others feel at home!  The 'entirely real' man!

3.  Li

Propriety...as in savoire faire, or apropriate:  knowing what to do;  the right thing, etc.

Li was to be the making of the Chinese character.

Right Names... “Rectification of Names”  

use of careful speech 

Doctrine of the Mean 

the Five Relationships:  

father & son, elder brother an junior brother, husband & wife, elder friend & junior friend, and ruler & subject. 

Filial Piety:  respect for age and for family

"Li was to be Confucius' blueprint for the well-conducted life."  (Smith, 184)

4.
Te

Power...but power as virtue...moral power...power of example...as in Gandhi, Christ, Buddha, Confucius, et. al.  Their noble and just example will lead and inspire others.  

This is the trickle-down theory of moral influence and education.  Eventually goodness becomes incarnate in society.  

Virtues become second nature. 

Not force or law, but the example of the 'great personality' is what shall hold society together.

'Unpurchasable men' should rule. Only those beyond personal ambitiion.  Like Plato's philosopher-king, Confucians say only those should rule who would rather be excused.

It is the power by which men are ruled.  Hence, this is the all-important political element in Confucius' theory.  It is this power, not the Realist's force or the Mohists' love, which will hold society together.
Smith quotes Talleyrand's dictum:  "You can do everything with bayonets except sit on them."  

You can win the territory, but you cannot rule with them.   Hence, it is Confucius' way which will provide the only lasting rule.  The point of politics is not just to rule, but to build a good society and make it last.

5.  Wen
the 'arts of peace'....art and culture for the sake of social cohesion

Ultimate political victory goes not to the barbarians but to the state that creates the highest Wen.  (the noblest culture).

These were the values Confucius believed in and taught all his life.  These were the content of his 'deliberate tradition'!

Is Confucianism 
a religion or a moral way of life?

Smith:  'If religion is taken in its widest sense as a way of life woven around a people's ultimate concern, Confucianism clearly qualifies.'  If relationship to a 'trans-human' dimension is required, it is still a religion, "albeit a muted one."  p. 188

p. 189:  "To understand the total dimensions of Confucianism as a religion, it is important to see Confucius  (a) shifting the emphasis from Heaven to Earth  (b) without dropping Heaven out of the picture entirely."

Heaven and Earth are a continuum.  Heaven was populated by ancestors (Ti) who were ruled by a supreme ancestor (Shang Ti). This was an unbroken procession of life to a different form.

Death was not the end.

Confucius put people before ancestors;  earth before heaven;  this life before the life after.

Ancestor worship shifted to filial piety.  Family ties were more sacred than ties to ancestors.  Obligations to family took precedence over duties to the departed.

Smith says of Confucius:  "His philosophy was an incarnation of common sense and practical wisdom."  No metaphysical thought;  no cosmic piety, etc.  (p. 190)

Confucius:  "Recognize that you know what you know, and that you are ignorant of what you do not know."  (190)

"While you do not know life, how can you know about death?"  (190
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