Intro to Philosophy, Phil 001
 
Content:  
I.            We will begin with a discussion of philosophy in general.  What is the definition of philosophy?  What is the difference between philosophical reasoning and problem-solving reasoning?  What is logic and critical thinking?  We will briefly view the basic fields of philosophy and the problems which are basic to these different fields.  We will examine three theories (or definitions) of “truth”. 
II.           Epistemology (theory of knowledge): 
What is knowledge as opposed to mere belief or opinion?
What is the basis of knowledge?  What are the limits of knowledge?  
We will examine three basic theories of knowldge:  empiricism, rationalism, intuitionism.
Knowledge and science, religion, art, morality, and ordinary life will be examined.
III.          Metaphysics
Theories of reality in general:  Materialism, Idealism, Monism, Dualism, Pluralism
Specific problems in metaphysics:  personality identity, human nature, determinism and free will, the mind-body relationship, history, nature, God, values (moral and aesthetic). 
IV.         Ethics
Moral judgments based on authority or assumed rules or values;  normative ethics;  meta-ethics.
Specific problems:  moral knowledge;  relativism and objectivism;  egoism; determinism and free will;  human nature;  political obligation, law, the social contract, the organic theory of state.
V.          Philosophy of Religion
Arguments for the existence of God will be examined;  the problem of revelation as the basis of knowledge and faith;  religious language, meaning and verification;  existential significance and ultimate concern;  mysticism.
Schedule:      Discussion topic          Reading
 
Week 1             Defining philosophy;                                                            
               philosophical reasoning;                                                    
               fields of philosophy;
               theories of knowledge &
               theories of truth introduced.
Week 2             Krishnamurti:  education/conditioning                read entire book
 
Week 3             Krishnamurti:  intuition/ revolt
 
Week 4             Krishnamurti:  review all material                    exam 1
 
Week 5 & 6     Pre-Socratics:  reatlity & science                                 
              

 empiricism/ rationalism          
                                                                          
Week 7      Sophists & Socrates                                                                          
              

 Protagoras, Gorgias, and Thrasymachus…  relativism & objectivism 

Week 8 & 9     Socrates:  his mission, method, and ideas          

Grube, the Apology, 3-4, and 23-44; the Euthyphro, 5-16;  and the Crito, 45-56.
 
Week 10           review pre-socratics & Socrates



  exam 2                                           
Week 11           Plato:  Forms/ cave/ the  soul and society

Week 12           Aristotle:  ethics & metaphysics                   




Hedonism:   Epicurus,                                                        
               

                                                                                                                       
Week 13           Hedonism continued
Week 14           Stoicis

 Epictetus, Handbook                                                        
              
               
Week 15           Utilitarianism, Bentham and Mill

              

Compare with Kant
 
Week 16           Taoism: cf. western views               The Way of Chuang Tzu      
                                                                                         
Week 17           Plato to  Taoism
 
                              Final Exam week                    Exam 3
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