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Credit/NC: Yes

To receive a grade of “credit” or “non-credit” you must let the instructor know within the first two weeks of class.  If you don’t inform the instructor of your choice you will receive a letter grade.

Instructor: Bishop Scott

Office Location & Phone: D-315  748-2287

Office Hours: Mon., Wed., 1-2 pm                        Tue., Thur., 12:30-1:30 pm 

E-mail Address: btscott@peralta.cc.ca.us                           Fax Number: 769-6019

Required Textbook(s): none
Required Equipment and/or Supplies: in addition to the usual notebook, pen, etc., you will need a book for a book report.  You may choose from the list of recommended books, or select a book of your own choosing with the instructor’s approval. It is recommended that you have a folder to keep all returned papers and copies of all assignments that you handed in. 

Attendance Policy:  (See page 41 in the College of Alameda Catalog 2001-03) Students are expected to attend class everyday the class meets. An excess of absences can affect your grade or even result in you being dropped from the class. Daily roll will not be taken, so it is important for you to keep up with your weekly reports. Falling behind in this assignment (weekly reports) will be a cause for dropping you from the class.
Grading Policy & Method of Evaluation: 

All papers should be typed, and you should keep a copy.

Each assignment is worth 20% of your grade.


Weekly Reports



Each week I will ask you to write one page over your experience in the class or experiences related to information we are learning in class. For example, if we are talking about personal reports, you can write about how you got information for your report. Did you talk to your grandparents to find out more about your ethnic roots? Did you ask your parents about the discrimination they might have faced? Another example might be experiences you have during the week such as discrimination or cultural discrepancies. What are some of your thoughts about the discussions we have in class? What have you learned in this class during the week? What have you liked or disliked about the class? What would you like to see happen in this class? What would you like to change about the class? Have you read anything in the paper, a magazine, seen anything on the news, or in some other way gained any new information about some of the topics we are discussing in class?
This information will be kept in a journal (notebook) which you will take to a tutor or to the writing center in the library to receive help with the mechanics of your writing. If you consider yourself an excellent writer you may skip this step, but you should make sure that you proofread your work and correct any mistakes.

Personal Report



This is a report about your personal in-group experiences that have influenced who you are. All of us are members of groups: extended family groups, religious groups, “racial” groups, etc. How has your experience as a member of one of these groups made you the person you are today? What ethnic/racial group do you belong to? Do you have other “racial” roots that you know of? How has your membership in an ethnic group affected the way you dress, the friends you meet, the language you speak, your accent, your personality, or other characteristics that are a part of you?  Have you ever experienced discrimination because of the way you look? Has anyone in your family led you to believe that you are better or worse than other people because of the way you look or the color of your skin? Do you have prejudices against other people?

Your grade will be based on how well you convey your ideas, your willingness to participate, and how thoroughly you cover experiences and related ideas. 

Book/Group Report:

The class will be divided into small groups to study and discuss the books you are reading. Various psychological concepts and how these concepts relate to America’s minorities should be a part of your group discussions. Groups may also be formed that explore the dynamics of a particular minority group. Later each group will be scheduled to present its findings to the class. The presentations should be interactive and creative. Some groups have done presentations as games (Family Feud, Jeopardy, hangman, etc.), PowerPoint, role-play, guest presentations, and videos. The more creative and interactive, the more exciting your presentation will be.

Concepts that may be covered include:

Self-fulfilling prophesies

Learned helplessness

Identity/Personality

Motivation

Conformity/Obedience

Aggression/Frustration

Dualism

Family/Male-Female Relations

Counseling/Mental Health

Communication/Languages

Prejudice/Stereotype/Discrimination

Racism

Education/Learning/Conditioning

Conflict/Stress

Genetics/Eugenics/Racial Classifications

Your grade will be based on your attendance and participation in group meetings, your willingness to cooperate, and your effort to contribute to the success of the group presentation.

Theory:

You will be asked to investigate a phenomenon of your choice and explain its dynamics from your point of view. You should use your own experiences as well as five to eight other sources that you will include in your bibliography at the end of this report. The librarian can help you find information on the topic of your choice and also help you with the form and style of your paper. The following are a few examples of statements that can be developed into a theory:

Men discriminate against women because…

The racial friction in this country is caused by…

Many Caucasian counselors are ineffective with minorities because…

Racial profiling by the police…

Affirmative action is needed (not needed) because…

Interracial marriage (dating) is harmful (useful) because…

Your grade will be based on the clearness of your hypothesis, neatness and form of your overall paper, and the cohesiveness of your ideas. 

Performance Objectives:

(Work with people of differing ethnic identities.

(Plan, coordinate, and execute a class presentation.

(Develop and/or demonstrate skills in research and written communication.

(Think critically about social determinants/influences (including minority status) on behavior and mental processes.

