from SOURCES OF CHINESE TRADITION, VOL. II

This stuff is from the section on the new culture movement, which was an attempt to replace old Chinese culture with a new one, modern, westernized.

Page 168 -- 
Because we Chinese have accepted the teachings of contentment and laissez faire of Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu, we have to that extent been backward. 

........From the above [pages], the meaning of life as seen by the modern man can be readily understood.  Let me state it briefly as follows:


1.
With reference to human existence, the indiviual’s birth and death are transitory but society really exists.


2.
The civilization and happiness of society are created by individuals and should be enjoyed by individuals.


3.
Society is an organization of individuals—there can be no society without individuals. . . . The will and the happiness of the individual should be respected.


4.
Society is the collective life of individuals.  If society is dissolved, there will be no memory or conscious-ness of the continuation of the individual after he dies.  Therefore social organization and order should be respected.


5.
To carry out one’s will and to satisfy his desires (everything from food and sex to moral reputation is “desire” ) are the basic reasons for the individual’s existence.  These goals never change.  (Here we can say that Heaven does not change and the Way [tao] does not change either.)


6.
All religions, laws, moral and political systems are but necessary means to preserve social order.  They are not the individual’s original purpose of enjoyment in life and can be changed in accordance with the circumstances of the time. 


7.
Man’s happiness in life is the result of man’s effort and is neither the gift of God nor a spontaneous natural product.  If it were the gift of God, how is it that He was so generous with people today and so stingy with people in the past?  If it is a spontaneous, natural product, why is it that the happiness of the various peoples in the world is not uniform?


8.
The individual in society is comparable to the cell in the body.  Its birth and death are transitory.  New ones replace the old.  This is as it should be and need not be feared at all.


9.
To enjoy happiness, do not fear suffering.  Personal suffering at the moment sometimes contributes to personal happiness in the future.  For example, the blood shed in righteous wars often wipes out the bad spots of a nation or mankind.  Severe epidemics often hasten the development of science.  


In a word, what is the ultimate purpose in life?  What should it be, after all?  I dare say:


During his lifetime, an individual should devote his efforts to create happiness and to enjoy it, and also to keep it in store in society so that individuals of the future may also enjoy it, one generation doing the same for the next and so on unto infinity.  

page 171-- The Pragmatism of James


What we call truth is actually no more than an instrument, comparable to this piece of paper in my hand, this chalk, etc.  They are all our instruments.


Truth is recognized to be truth because it has helped us ferry the river or make a match.  If the ferry is broken down, build another one.  If the sailboat is too slow, replace it with a steam launch.  If this marriage broker won’t do, give him a good punch, chase him out, and ask a dependable friend to make a match.


This is the theory of pragmatism.  





[from Hu Shih, 1919]

� this would be a good argument to analyze in class. 
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