Study list for exam #2 

Philosophy 4

Study all of your Workbook handouts…

Monotheism vs. dualism or polytheism and the problem of evil and suffering 

The Biblical concept of God: 4 aspects 

the problem of evil and suffering in the world 

Leibniz' solution: best of all possible worlds 

Free will and God's goodness … are they compatible?  What’s the problem here?

If god is good he is not god and if god is god he is not good .... from JB , the play

Theories of history: linear and cyclical 

The meaning of life after death for liberal theology and for fundamentalism or literalism?
Hinduism: history and cosmology and theory of soul and reincarnation; Upanishads: Maya, Brahman and Moksha or Mukti: karma and the law of karma: 4 yogas to achieve Moksha and union with Brahman and freedom from Samsara. Evil and suffering in Hinduism: from ignorance but also beyond good and evil .

Saguna Brahman and Nirguna Brahman 

Salvation: from avidya and the attachments of the ego 

.. from samsara and from Maya…  Unity with Brahman:  truth, bliss, consciousness

Buddhism: dukkha, tanha, the 4 noble truths and the 8-fold path 

3 Marks of existence: anatta, anicca, and dukkha: + the doctrine of dependent origination 

Nirvana as shunyata and as tathata and as alaya vijnana 

Theravada vs. Mahayana: monkey hold and cat hold: works vs. grace;  

jiriki and tariki =  monkey hold and cat hold

Zen: the finger pointing at the moon

Taoism and God as nature: compare with Mark Twain’s God and what Nature teaches us. 

“The Tao is not humane… it treats human beings like straw dogs.”

we wei;   wu hsin;  nature is hsuan

Can mankind be “saved”?

What is Taoism’s belief about the soul and the after-life?

the best possible life for a human being
