Study List for Intro to Philosophy

Plato:  the Forms;  the Cave;  the Divided Line:  the human condition;  knowledge and reality related by the Divided Line diagram;  the moral obligation to share one’s knowledge of reality (go back into the cave, etc.);  the unifying Form of the Good;  analogy of the sun to the Good;  the foundation of morality as the absolute, objective reality of the Forms;  the harmony of the soul and harmony in society = Justice;  the Forms as “blueprints” for the material world to copy.

Aristotle:  actuality -- potentiality;  eudaimonia = well-being = the good for humans;  the golden mean;  virtues as developed from knowing the good, choosing to do it with the help of the golden mean, creating the habit of doing the good (the mean between two extremes, and finally the result of virtue;  virtue = arete;  virtue as excellence;  intellectual and moral virtue.

Hedonism:  from Aristippus to Theodorus to Hegesias to Epicurus;  Epicureanism;  pleasure as avoidance of pain;  the good = pleasure;  bad = pain;  the walled garden of Epicurus;  philosophy’s role:  to alleviate fears of death, the gods, fate, and chance;  the role of atomism in E’s philosophy;  modern hedonism = utilitarianism of Bentham and Mill;  egoistic hedonism vs. collectivist hedonism;  the greatest happiness principle

Stoicism;  Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius;  nature = matter + Logos; what is the Logos?  determinism of the Logos;  do what is in your power only;  control emotions;  apatheia;  live in accordance with the Logos;  logical flaw in Stoicism ?  acceptance based on understanding of nature;  rational = right;  all that happens is rational, therefore right;  hence, accept all. 

