The Prophetic Interpretation of History*
This theory of history evolved out of these experiences of the period of the “living word”.   It is also called the “Biblical interpretation of history,” as well as the “prophetic interpretation.”  

It is one of the most fundamental ideas of the whole Bible. 

God singles out a chosen group of people, with whom he makes a covenant.  He gives them a task and a promise.

Task:  obey god’s Torah, (and for the prophets, the essence of the Torah is the practice of justice).  

Promise:  material well-being, and being in the presence of the Lord...in communion with God. 

The chosen people obey and prosper...for a while.  Then they forget...attribute their success to themselves, not to God.  They disobey the moral law.  They violate the covenant.

God warns them through his prophets.

But the people ignore the warnings.

God’s patience is exhausted...he crushes his people.

But there is a small band of righteous ones, a saving remnant, who are the seed of a new culture.

The pattern of history:  covenant, obedience, disobedience, divine wrath, renewal of covenant.  

The pattern is not unbreakable, as in Samsara of Hinduism and Buddhism.  We are free.  We don’t have to disobey.  It is not a rigged game.

Note also:  God uses the bad, the unrighteous to chastise the righteous, e.g., great pagan empires punish the chosen people. 

Also: the chosen people are under special moral obligations. Their moral code is given to them by Jahweh. They cannot justify themselves by comparison with the unrighteous.  They must meet the demands of god, and of the Holy Torah.

* from Comparative Religions,  by Harry Tiebout, Jr. 
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