Paul Tillich... from The Dynamics of Faith

Faith ... not as belief in what has little evidence, but Faith = a dynamic state (psychological) of being ultimately concerned about some object which is taken to be “ultimate” by the person who is in the dynamic state of faith.

Ultimate Concern …  demands everything (even the surrender of one’s moral values and most precious possessions, including one’s own life and soul) and promises everything... total fulfillment, salvation.

Subjective and objective dimensions of Ultimate Concern

The subject... the person... is ultimately concerned about some object.
The person must always be able to question whether it is truly ultimate.

U.C. centers the personality:  reason, will, emotions, and appetites.

False ultimates have these characteristics:  they
a)
will cause destructive events in life... maybe ruin one’s life;
b)
are a result of elevating something limited and concrete to the                    status of being infinite, unlimited, and therefore ultimate.

Language:  Ultimate Concern must be expressed… both the reality or nature of the ultimate, and also what the ultimate promises and demands of us.  
Symbols and myths are needed to express the infinite dimension of ultimate concern; literal language is not adequate to express what is thought to be ultimate, unlimited, or infinite in value and power.

“God” is the symbol for God… the God above God.  Zen Buddhism has this image:  the finger pointing to the moon.  Don’t mistake the finger for the moon.

Impossibility and inadequacy of concrete language (any language) being able to express the infinite or the ultimate... 

Doubt…  essential to carry doubt with us, because of the inadequacy of language to capture the mystery and the full reality of the U. C.

Risk…  we have to express our U. C. and act in accordance with its demands, but it involves uncertainty and therefore risk.

Courage to be… being ultimately concerned (in a state of faith) requires existential courage… to live in spite of the uncertainty, doubt, and risk involved.

Reason… must never be sacrificed in the service of unquestioning belief and action.  If it is sacrificed, there is a tremendous danger of the U. C. being false, destructive… “demonic”. 

Chapter III    Symbols of Faith, from the Dynamics of Faith

1.
The meaning of symbol

 “Man’s ultimate concern must be expressed symbolically, because symbolic language alone is able to express the ultimate.”

CHARACTERISTICS OF SYMBOLS:

(1)  
Signs and symbols ... they have this in common:  they both point beyond themselves.

But signs do not participate in the reality to which they point, while symbols do.  E.g., the flag participates in some greater reality while the red light at the corner does not.  Signs can be changed or replaced for practical reasons, while symbols cannot be simply replaced.  (This relates to their living, organic, communally important nature). 

(2)  
Symbols participate in the reality to which they point. 

(3)  
They open up levels of reality which are otherwise closed to us... for example, poems and songs and paintings reveal things about reality which science cannot. 

(4)
They unlock dimensions of the soul, which correspond to dimensions of reality unlocked for us.  “There are within us dimensions of which we cannot become aware of except through symbols.”  p. 43

(5)
Symbols cannot be produced intentionally.   They grow out of the collective unconscious of the individual or group. 

(6)
As they are alive, they also grow and die... from failure to get a response in the people where they originally found expression.  p. 43. 

Religious symbols

p. 44,45:    “Religiously speaking, God transcends his own name.”

I.e., no finite reality can express the ultimate directly and properly ... for it is infinite, while the concrete is always finite.

2
1

