College of Alameda





Spring 2014

Philosophy 010, LOGIC, M & W from 8:30 – 9:45 

    Room C 210
Instructor:  Bob Johnson 



Office hour:   in the cafeteria, next to the computers, from 11:20 – 11:50 
on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

You can leave messages for me in the pigeon hole mailboxes in the Arts & Letters office, C 201-207; or with the Division office,  748-2396;  or at my school email:  rjohnson@peralta.edu
Web site:  go to web site for the College of Alameda;  click on “A-Z directory” link;  find Robert Johnson and click on the link, “Web site”;  click on Logic.   

Or you can simply try this link:    http://alameda.peralta.edu/robert-johnson/

There are some helpful study guides there.

Textbook for this class:  
CRITICAL THINKING, 9th  or 10th edition, by Moore and Parker

There are several copies of this book on reserve in the library.  

This book is available on-line as well as in the bookstore on campus.  There are several sites where you can find inexpensive copies to buy or rent:   Try TEXTBOOKS.COM 

or try this site: http://www.directtextbook.com/Critical-Thinking-9th-edition-Moore-paperback-2008/9780073386676
So there is no excuse for not having a copy of this book.  You should bring the book to every class.   

Grading:

1.
There will be 4 exams.   Each exam counts as  about 25% of your final grade, depending on how many quizzes and/or homework assignments we have.   No make-up exams will be given except for documented illness or emergencies. 

The exams will be taken with Scantron Form 882-E… and these you can buy in the book store, 

2.
There may be occasional quizzes and homework assignments.  

3.
Attendance is required, and class participation can affect your grade.  This class will be run like a workshop.  Much of the learning process will take place during class time as we work through critical thinking problems from the Text Book as a group.  If you are absent, you will miss these learning sessions, and you will not be helping the rest of us.  If you miss three classes, you may be dropped from the class.

4.
If you miss class, it is your responsibility to find out from your fellow students what we did, and what we will do during the next class, when the next test will take place, etc.  Being absent from class does not excuse you from knowing about assignments, and upcoming quizzes tests.
5.
No cheating... of course.  Sorry I have to mention this, but it does happen in rare cases.  Please review the rules for student conduct printed in the college catalogue on page 44 and following.  Our class will be conducted in accordance with the student handbook. 

6.
If you have work, family, athletic, or some other obligations, and cannot attend class regularly, then you should take this class at a later date.

7.
Final exam:   Friday, May 23, at 8:00 A.M.  You must take the final exam at this time. 

8.  
Last day to drop and get a refund:  Feb 2.   Also, this is the last day to add.

 
If you decide to drop the class, please take care of it officially at the admissions office.  Please be certain your phones are turned off before entering class. 
	SLO…  What you should be able to do 

by the end of this semester: 

	Understand theories of truth, knowledge, 

and good reasoning.

	Identify, explain, and evaluate complex arguments. 

	Work with and explain deductive and inductive arguments. 

	Identify rhetorical devices and fallacies… mistakes in reasoning. 

	Use argument forms to create your own arguments dealing with scientific, religious, political, moral, and personal issues. 

	More than anything else, it is hoped that the study of philosophy will help you create and expand your understanding of life 

in all of its aspects.  


Course Syllabus for Phil 10, LOGIC






Text:  Critical Thinking,  by Moore & Parker,  Editions 8,9,10

Week
Chapter (editions 9 & 10)
  Topics & Midterms

	1
	One
	Introduction to critical thinking (definition, p. 4)

Relationship to philosophy

Epistemology & Metaphysics

empiricism/rationalism/intuitionism

	2
	One
	Knowledge vs. belief

Theories of truth

Formal and Informal Logic

Model for being “rational”

	3,  4

 and 5
	One

Do all of the 

exercises 

except 1.8
	Define:  “claim” (sentence, statement, proposition); issue;  argument;  premise;  conclusion; and support/evidence/backing.

Identifying issues & arguments

Facts & opinions

Objectivity & subjectivity

Feelings/tastes/biases/relativism

EXAM #1



	6
	Three

Do exercises


	Clear writing:  focus, organization, advice for good writing habits (p. 41).

Ambiguity & Vagueness

semantic, syntactical, grouping, pronouns

fallacies of composition & division

Comparisons

	7
	Do exercises


	Definitions:  purposes & types of def’s

Stipulative, explanatory, precising & persuasive.

Def. by example, by synonym, & analytical def’s.

emotional content, rhetorical content 

	8
	Chpt. Four

Do exercises


	Evaluating Informal Claims:
observations, background information, credible claims, credible sources; experts:  criteria of:  p. 91

News media;  reporting, advertising, funding, audience; Internet information

skepticism & critical thinking


	9
	Five

Do exercises


	Persuasion Through Rhetoric/Slanters

	10  
	Five


	Review chpts 3, 4, 5

Exam #2

	11 & 12
	Six

Do exercises


	Fallacies

Smokescreen/ Red Herring, 

The Subjectivist fallacy

Appeal to popularity (to belief), 

Appeal to common practice

Peer Pressure and the Bandwagon, Wishful thinking

Scare Tactics, Appeal to Pity, 

Apple polishing

Appeal to Anger or Indignation, Two Wrongs Make a Right



	13 & 14
	Seven

Do exercises


	Ad Hominem:  personal attack & circumstantial ad hominem

Pseudo-refutation (inconsistency)

Poisoning the well (ad hominem in advance)

Genetic fallacy

Burden of Proof

Appeal to Ignorance

Straw Man

False Dilemma

Perfectionist fallacy:  a type of false dilemma 

Line drawing fallacy:  an instance of False Dilemma

Slippery slope

Begging the Question
Review all Fallacies

Exam #3


	15
	Chpt 2


	Understanding and Evaluating Arguments
conclusion indicators/ premise indicators

dependent and independent premises

diagramming arguments

	16
	Two

Do exercises
	arguments:  good, bad/ valid, invalid/ weak, strong

deduction & induction

Deductive argument forms  (handouts will be given for this)

Inductive arguments



	17
	Two
	Review Chpt 2

Exam #4 
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