The Cosmological Philosophers

The Milesians

The basic question they asked was:  ....................?

The two criteria of a good answer to that question.... ?

Thales, Anaximander, Anaximenes… what were their respective theories?
earth, air, fire, water … the elements

the apeiron: infinite in time and space;   with no limits or characteristics;  opposites separating out.  

Logos as the source of order, cosmic and moral
condensation and rarefaction 

quantification, the means of change

Pythagoras:  the Limited and the Unlimited

philo sophia    (translate this into English)
all things are numbers

to know is to know the number

harmony in nature and in the health of humans, and of society

Heraclitus: 

What remains constant through change?  panta rhei;   logos = the law of change;  nature is a continuum;  all is becoming;  process;  nothing has an identity.  If no one remains the same, then what happens to moral responsibility?

the Atomists:  

Leucippus and Democritus:  atomism/materialism

define:  “atomein”    The main properties of atoms are what?

free will and determinism

reductionism of mind/soul to matter
