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 Creating an MLA Works Cited List – 8th Ed.
College of Alameda Library

I. General MLA Rules and Recommendations

General comments:

MLA 8th Ed. is based on core principles rather than set rules “since texts have become increasingly mobile, and the same document may be found in several different sources.” (OWL, 2017).  
The elements below should be listed in the following order in each citation.  Remember, if an element is not available from your source, skip it, and go to the next element.

1. Author.

2. Title of source.

3. Title of container,

4. Other contributors,

5. Version,

6. Number,

7. Publisher,

8. Publication date,

9. Location.

· For more information consult the 8th ed. of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers at the REF DESK or go to the library website: alameda.peralta.edu/library/ ( “Information Literacy Tutorials” scroll down  to “MLA 8th Edition” section and view “MLA Style Center” or the  “Purdue Online Writing Lab” owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/.

· Spacing: Type 1 space after punctuation.

· Articles: Ignore initial articles A, An, and The when alphabetizing.

· Dates: Begin with day, then month, then year (5 May 2016).

· Page Numbers:  If page numbers are not known, no number is given (Smith).  See “For more information” above for information on numbered paragraphs, times on videos, etc.
· Author Names: List last name, then first name and middle initial, if given. (Smith, John A.). If two authors, second author is listed with First name Middle Initial Last name. Three or more authors, first author listed with last name, first name, middle initial followed with a comma and et al. If book has an editor(s) instead of an author(s) follow same format as for listing author(s); then follow name(s) with a comma and type “editor(s)”.
· Titles: Titles follow authors (or editors, if no author is named). Put titles of articles and chapters or other parts of larger works in double quotation marks. Italicize titles of books and periodicals. In a title, capitalize the first word, the last word, and all principal words.

· Database Names: Capitalize and italicize the names of databases in citations.
· Publication information: First check the title page for publisher, and year of publication. 
· Margins, spacing, headers: Typed, double spaced, with 1” top and side margins. Header should contain your last name and page numbers and appear at the top right margin, ½” from the top.  
· Font: Use a standard, easily readable typeface and point size such as Times Roman, 12 pt.

· Indentation: Indent the first word of a paragraph ½” (or 5 spaces) from the left margin. Indent set-off quotations 1” (or 10 spaces) from the left margin.

· First page of text: No title page is required. Instead, type your name, the instructor’s name, the course number and the date on separate lines (double-spaced) 1 inch from the top of the first page and flush with the left margin. Do not underline the title; instead, put it in quotation marks or type it in all capital letters. 

· For an example of an MLA formatted paper go to: owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/13/ .

Format of Works Cited list:

· On Separate Page: The list of works cited appears at the end of your paper on a new page that continues with the pagination in the body of the paper and is double-spaced.

· Title: Center the title “Works Cited” 1 inch from the top of the page.
· Indenting: If the citation runs onto a second line, indent that 2nd line 5 spaces or ½ inch from the left margin.  This is called a “hanging indent.”
· Order: Alphabetize entries in the list of works cited by the author’s last name. If the author is anonymous, alphabetize by the title, ignoring any initial articles (A, An, or The).

II. Parenthetical References (citing within text of paper):

Parenthetical references follow a quote or paraphrase in the text of the paper and give brief source information (author page number) that points readers to the detailed source information listed alphabetically at the end of the paper in the Works Cited.

Tips for Creating Parenthetical References:

· Place the parenthetical reference of author and page # in parentheses (separated by a space), at the end of the sentence, before the final period.

· If the source is an online article, replace the page number with the paragraph number preceded by the abbreviation of par. (see example below)
· If you include the author’s name in a sentence, you need only put the page number of the reference in parentheses.

· If the author of a book is anonymous, use a shortened version of the title and italicize it.

· If the author of an article is anonymous, use a shortened version of the article title with quotations around it.

· Be sure to include the full citation of the parenthetical reference in your Works Cited list.

· In some cases, you may wish to quote a work that has been referred to in a source you have read. This is called secondary referencing because you have not read the original work. In the body of your paper, you must indicate you have not read the original work but are referring to it from a secondary source. For example: Bloom (citing Underwood, 2002) refers to the annual Student Satisfaction Survey (45). In your Works Cited list, you should only include the reference in which you read about the original work. Do not include details about the original work because you have not read it.

EXAMPLES: Parenthetical Reference included in the Text of a Paper

Book with Author:

“Only once did a liberal TV network film a story favorable to Los Siete” (Heins 12).

                                                                                            Author      Page No.

Article from online database with NO Author:

“The project, sponsored by the Fair Housing Council of Greater Washington, Inc., found instances of discrimination in 51 out of 150 matched-pair tests” (“Testing” par. 2).

                                                                                          Article Title   paragraph no.

EXAMPLE: Corresponding Works Cited at the End of a Paper
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Heins, Marjorie. Strictly Ghetto Property: The Story of Los Siete de la Raza.

     Ramparts Press, 1972. 
“Testing Puts Lenders in Bad Light.” ABA Banking Journal, May 1998, p. 8. Gale Academic OneFile Select, 

     http://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A20746131/EAIM?u=collalamedal&sid=EAIM&xid=6624ec9b. Accessed 23 Aug. 2019.
III. Works Cited List (citing at end of paper):

BOOKS

	Basic Elements and Format for Citations
	Sample Citations

	Single Author

Last name of author, First name. Title. 

     Publisher, Date.
	Abeele, Robert. Democracy Gone: A Chronicle of 

     the Last Chapters of the Great American 

     Democratic Experiment. Lanham, 2009.

	Joint Authors
Last name of author, First name and First name Last

      name of 2nd author. Title. Publisher, Date. 


	Lathrop, Ann and Kathleen Foss. Student Cheating 

     and Plagiarism in the Internet Era: A Wake-up 

     Call. Libraries Unlimited, 2000.  



	More Than Three Authors

Last name of author, First name, et al. Title.  Version,
      Publisher, Date. 
	Ellis, David B., et al. Becoming a Master Student. 
     11th ed., Houghton Mifflin, 2006. 



	No Author Indicated

Title.  Publisher, Date.

	College Board of Majors. College 

     Board, 2009. 

	An Edited Book

Last name of editor, First name, editor. Title.  Publisher, Date.

	Moss, Glenda, editor. Critical Reading in the Content
     Areas. McGraw/Dushkin, 2005. 

	Each Chapter is by a Different Author (anthology)
Author of Chapter’s Last name, First name.  “Title 

     of Chapter.” Title of Book. Edited by Name of Editor.  

     Publisher, Date. Pages of Chapter. 


	Fey, Harold E. “Social Security Is Unfair.” The 

     Elderly: Opposing Viewpoints. Edited by Karin 

     Swisher. Greenhaven, 1990, pp. 130-135.


	Encyclopedia Article

Author of article’s Last name, First name (if 

     known). “Title of Article.” Title of Encyclopedia,
     Edition, Year. 

	Kuehl, Warren F., Jr. “Peace.” Encyclopedia 

     Americana, International ed., 2005.

	EBooks – SEE LIBRARY DATABASES ON NEXT
     PAGE
	

	NONPRINT SOURCES

	Films or Movies (Videos)
Title of Film. Director, Distributor, Year of 
     Release. 


	It’s a Wonderful Life. Directed by Frank Capra. RKO,
    1946. 

	TV or Radio Program
“Title of episode.” Title of Series. Name of 
     Network, Call Letters, City of local station, 

     Broadcast Date. 

	“The Phantom of Corleone.” Sixty Minutes. CBS,
     WCBS, New York, 10 Dec. 2006. 

	Interview
Last name of person interviewed, First name. 
     Personal interview.  Date of interview.


	Reed, Ishmael.  Personal interview. 15 Oct. 2009.

	JOURNAL, MAGAZINE AND NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, EBOOKS & FILMS 

(from online LIBRARY databases & PRINT Sources)

	Provide the following elements if available

1. Author.  (Last name, First name.)

2. Title of source. “Title of the Article.” (in quotes)

3. Title of container,  Name of Magazine, Journal or Newspaper,  (in italics)

4. Other contributor, if any (adapted by, directed by, edited by, illustrated by, introduction by, narrated by, performance by, translated by,)

5. Volume, Issue number, Date (day month year), p. page number (pp. numbers).  If no volume or issue is given then only include the date and page numbers. If source is a newspaper, include the edition and section after the date.

6. Name of the Database used,  (italics)
7. Location ( URL. (Leave off http://)
8. Date accessed. (day month year.)  Accessed 15 Oct. 2009.  
* For Journals, Magazines and Newspaper articles in their original print format (not found using a database or the Internet), follow the format directions on #’s 1 – 5 above.

	Article from Gale Academic OneFile Select:

Gaither, Milton. "Home Schooling Goes 

     Mainstream." Education Next, vol. 9, no. 1, 

     2009, p. 10+.  Gale Academic OneFile Select,  

     link.gale.com/apps/doc/A190430718/EAIM?u=

     collamedal&sid=EAIM&xid=d7e1f45c. Accessed 23

     Aug. 2019.

	
	Article from Academic Search Complete:

Ashburn, Elyse, and Sara Hebel. "Poll: Students 

     Less Engaged Than Thought." Chronicle of 

     Higher Education, vol. 55, no. 10, 31 Oct. 2008, p. 1. 

     Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost, 0-search.

     ebscohost.com.webpac. peralta.edu/login.aspx?

     direct=true&db=aph&AN=35383004&site=ehost-

     live&scope=site. Accessed 15 Oct. 2017.

	
	Newspaper Article from SIRS:

Yee, Vivian, and Alan Blinder. "Thousands Walk Out of Class, Urging Action on Gun Control." New York Times, 15 Mar. 2018, p. A.1, SIRS, 0-explore-proquest-com. webpac.peralta.edu/ sirsissuesresearcher/ document/ 2263405063? accountid=39827. Accessed 18 Apr. 2018.

	
	Article from CQ Researcher:

Adams, Jill U. “Air Pollution and Climate Change.” CQ 
     Researcher, vol.25, issue 41, 13 Nov. 2015, pp. 961-84.

     Library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2015111300.

     Accessed 12 Sept. 2019.

	
	Film from Films on Demand:

“Moyers & Company: The Sandy Hook Promise.”

     Films on Demand, 2013. fod.infobase.com/

     PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID =105671&xtid=53558.

    Accessed 23 Mar. 2018.

	
	eBooks from Ebsco eBook Collection:
Muschert, Glenn W., et al. Responding to School Violence:
     Confronting the Columbine Effect, e-book,  Lynne
     Rienner Publishers. 2013. EBSCO eBook Collection, 
     EBSCOhost, 0- search.ebscohost.com.webpac.

     peralta.edu/login. aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN
     =1107519&site=ehost-live&scope=site.  Accessed 28
     Mar. 2018.

	INTERNET WEB PAGES (not from databases)

	Provide the following elements if available

1. Name of author. (Last name, First name.)

2. “Title of Section.” (in quotes)

3. Name of Web site. (in italics)

4. Publisher or sponsor of the site, (if not available skip to the next relevant element.)
5. Date of publication (day month year). If not available, skip to the next relevant element.
6. Location ( URL. (Leave off http://)
7. Date accessed. (day month year.) 
	Wikipedia contributors. "Gun Violence in the United States." Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 23 Mar. 2018. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_violence_in_the United_States.  Accessed 23 Mar. 2018. 
Alban, Debra. “Will Your Privacy be Compromised
     Online?” CNN, 29 Sept. 2009.
     www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/09/28/onlinesecurity tactics/index.html.  Accessed 15 Oct. 2017.    
Karr, Rick. “Media Consolidation: A Primer on 

     Making Your Opinion Heard.” Bill Moyer’s 

     Journal. PBS, 16 Nov. 2007.     www.pbs.org/moyers/journal/blog/2007/

     11/media_consolidation_a_primer_o_1.html.    Accessed 16 Oct. 2017.


Sample Works Cited Page 
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                                                                                          Student’s last name       page #
Works Cited

Fridell, Ron. Global Warming. Franklin Watts, 2002.

Hogan, Jenny and Carolyn Fry. “Global Warming: The New Battle.” New Scientist, vol. 179, no. 2412, 13 Sept. 2003, pp. 6-7. Academic Search Complete, EBSCOhost, 0-search.ebscohost.com.webpac.peralta.edu/login.aspx?Direct=true&db=aph&AN= 10892829&site=ehost-live&scope=site. Accessed 17 July 2017.
“Moyers & Company: The Sandy Hook Promise.” Films on Demand, 2013. fod.infobase.com/PortalPlaylists.aspx?wID =105671&xtid=53558.  Accessed 23 Mar. 2018.
Yee, Vivian, and Alan Blinder. "Thousands Walk Out of Class, Urging Action on Gun Control." New York Times, 15 Mar. 2018, p. A.1, SIRS, 0-explore-proquest-com.webpac.peralta.edu/ sirsissuesresearcher/document/2263405063?accountid=39827. Accessed 18 Apr. 2018.

Zupek, Rachel. “Work and Class Mean Better Careers.” CNN, 23 Sept. 2009.  www.cnn.com/2009/LIVING/worklife/09/23/cb.working.returning.to.school/ Index.html.  Accessed 15 Oct. 2017.
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